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SUBJECT: TWENTY-NINTH DAY OF THE KC DRY SEASON OFFENSIVE 
REF: PHNOM PENH 1747 

1. SUMMARY. THE THIRD MEKONG RIVER CONVOY SINCE THE KC 
DRY SEASON OFFENSIVE BEGAN JAN. 1 CROSSED THE BORDER INTO 
CAMBODIA JAN. 29 CARRYING AMMUNITION, FUEL AND RICE. ONE 
OF FOUR OIL TANKERS IN THE CONVOY CAPSIZED AFTER BEING 
HOLED BY ENEMY FIRE AND WAS THUS LOST. ANOTHER TANKER 
WAS BEACHED AFTER BEING HIT BUT HOPEFULLY WILL MAKE IT TO 
PHNOM PENH LATER. FANK FORCES ARE HAVING DIFFICULTY CLEARING 
THE KC OUT OF THE AREA FROM WHERE THEY ROCKET POCHENTONG 
AIRFIELD BECAUSE OF STIFF ENEMY DEFENSES AND UNFAVORABLE 
TERRAIN. FANK SCORED A GOOD SUCCESS NORTHEAST OF PHNOM PENH. 
END SUMMARY. 

2. THE CONVOY CROSSED INTO CAMBODIA BEFORE NOON JAN. 29, 
COMPOSED OF FOUR OIL TANKERS, TWO AMMUNITION BARGES AND 
FIVE OTHER VESSELS AND BARGES CARRYING RICE. NINETEEN 
KHMER NAVY CRAFT ARE PROVIDING ESCORT. AT LATEST 
REPORT ONE OIL TANKER HAS TURNED ON ITS SIDE AND BEEN 
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ABANDONED. ANOTHER TANKER HAS BEEN BEACHED, BUT IT IS 
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HOPED THAT IT CAN BE TAKEN UNDER TOW TO PHNOM PENH. 

THE REST OF THE CONVOY IS PROCEEDING SATISFACTORILY. 

IT HAS RECEIVED ATTACKS BY FIRE AT CERTAIN LOCATIONS BUT 
INITIAL REPORTS INDICATE THIS FIRE IS MUCH LESS HEAVY 
THAN THAT RECEIVED BY THE TWO PREVIOUS CONVOYS. 

3. A DOWNRIVER CONVOY FROM PHNOM PENH CROSSED THE 
BORDER INTO SOUTH VIET-NAM EARLY IAN. 29. ONE CARGO 
VESSEL CAUGHT FIRE ENROUTE AND WAS ABANDONED BY ITS 
CREW. IT IS BEACHED ON THE SIDE OF THE RIVER AND CAN BE 
TOWED ACROSS THE BORDER INTO SOUTH VIET-NAM, SECURITY 
CONDITIONS PERMITTING. 

4. ABOUT 19 MORE 107MM ROCKETS WERE FIRED AT PHNOM 
PENH AND POCHENTONG JAN. 28-29 AS WELL AS THREE 105MM 
HOWITZER ROUNDS AT POCHENTONG. SOME OF THE ROUNDS LANDED 
INSIDE THE AIRFIELD PERIMETER BUT THERE IS NO REPORT 

OF SIGNIFICANT DAMAGE. CASUALTIES FROM THE ATTACKS 
WERE LIGHT. FANK IS ATTEMPTING TO CLEAR THE KC OUT 
OF THE AREA WHERE THE ROCKETS ARE BEING FIRED. THUS 
FAR THEY HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO PENETRATE DEEP ENOUGH 
TO PREVENT THE ROCKETING BECAUSE OF STIFF ENEMY DEFENSES 
AND UNFAVORABLE TERRAIN WHICH PROVIDES SANCTUARY FOR 
THE KC. 

5. FANK FORCES ON ROUTE 61 NORTHEAST OF PHNOM PENH 
CONDUCTED AN OPERATION JAN. 28, REPORTEDLY KILLING 
ABOUT 49 KC. 

DEAN 
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